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ORDER 
 

23.05.2014 

 

 

The post of Pramukh and Up-pramukh, Panchayat Samiti, Ichagarh, District 

Saraikella were vacant since 26.4.2013.  Accordingly, elections to the above post 

was fixed by the then Deputy Commissioner, Saraikella-Kharsawan vide his letter 

No. 127/P dated 10.5.2013 for 21.5.2013, subject to the final approval of the State 

Election Commission.  However this letter reached State Election Commission on 

17.5.2013 only and the approval for the same could not be communicated by the 

Commission and the election as proposed on 21.5.2013 could not be held.  

The Sub-Division Officer cum Returning Officer, Chandil, vide his letter 

NO. 29/P dated 23.8.2013 again prepared a programme for election to the above 

post on 6.09.2013 and sent a copy of the programme to the Deputy Commissioner, 

Saraikela Kharsawan for obtaining approval of the State Election Commission and 

also issued notice to all the Members of Panchayat Samiti for the election to the 

post of Pramukh/Up-pramukh, Ichagarh Panchayat Samiti.  The election to the 

post of Pramukh/Up-pramukh, Panchayat Samiti, Ichagarh was held on 6.09.2013 

as per the proposal sent by  the  Returning  Officer  cum  Sub-Divisional  Officer,  
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Chandil, on 6.09.2013.  Between the date of sending of above proposal on 

23.8.2013 and conduct of election on 6.9.2013, the then Sub-Divisional Officer 

Shri Naveen Kumar got transferred and was replaced by Shri Manju Nath 

Bhajentri, I.A.S, who was not aware of the background that the approval of the 

State Election Commission is yet to be received and he conducted the above 

election as per above mentioned programme on the advice of his office.  

The election to the post of Pramukh/Up-pramukh on 6.9.2013 was 

uncontested and Pramukh/Up-pramukh were duly elected by the members of the 

Panchayat Samiti. 

The learned Sub-Divisional Officer-cum-Presiding Officer, Shri Manju 

Nath Bhajentri, I.A.S  who appeared before the State Election Commission today, 

explained that the above election was duly conducted in a fair and transparent 

manner and Pramukh/Up-Pramukh were elected without any contest.  

Subsequently also no other Members of the Panchayat Samiti has filed any 

representation against the said election.  There is no doubt that the then Deputy 

Commissioner, Saraikela-Kharsawan, Shri Kripanand Jha and the then Sub-

Divisional Officer, Chandil Shri Navin Kumar have committed serious 

administrative lapses in not coordinating with the State Election Commission and 

obtaining approval for the proposed election on 6.9.2013 in time and further that 

the then Sub-Divisional Officer Shri Navin Kumar committed another serious 

lapses in not informing his successor that the election proposed on 6.9.2013 has 

not yet been approved by the State Election Commission. 

In view of circumstances of this case, above procedural infirmity in the 

election process on 6.9.2013 has taken place due to negligence of the then Sub-

Divisional Officer, Shri Navin Kumar and the then Deputy Commissioner, Mr. K. 

N. Jha who failed to properly coordinate with the State Election Commission to 

get its approval for the proposed election in the first instance on 19.08.2013 and 

adjourning the same to 6.09.2013 again without the approval of the State Election  
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Commission.  The Department of Personnel, Administrative Reforms and 

Rajbhasa, Government of Jharkhand will surely seek explanation from these 

defaulting officers and take necessary administrative action against them for their 

administrative failure.  

However, keeping in view that the election to the post of Pramukh/Up-

pramukh, Panchayat Samiti, Ichagarh, District Saraikella has been duly held on 

6.9.2013 by the Sub-Divisional Officer –cum- Returning Officer, Chandil and 

Pramukh/Up-pramukh have duly been elected unopposed, the State Election 

Commission will not like to quash the whole election and cause unnecessary 

inconvenience keeping in view the fact that elections to 3-Tier Panchayat Raj 

Institution are due again any way in October-November, 2015. 

The matter is disposed of with these directions.  A copy of the order may be 

sent by the Secretary of the Commission to the Secretary, Personnel, 

Administrative Reforms and Rajbhasa Department, Government of Jharkhand, for 

seeking explanation from the above mentioned defaulting officers.  

A copy of this order be sent also to the concerned Deputy Commissioner 

and Sub-Divisional Officer, Chandil. 

     

Dictated and corrected           State Election Commissioner, 

by State Election Commissioner,                        Jharkhand, Ranchi 

Jharkhand         

 

Date- 23
rd

 May, 2014 

 

 


